
Monday 9 June 2025

The Educators’ Trust Annual 
Summer Event 2025

Excellence in 
Early Years Education



Ms Alexandra Allan, 
Headteacher, 

The Aldgate School

Welcome & Introductions

Catherine McGuinness CBE, 
The Master Educator

Dr Jennifer Somerville, 
The Educators’ Trust, 

Chair of Board of Trustees 



Molly Devlin
Inspirational Educator Award in Early Years Education 2025

Award Winner



Chinami Sakai
Inspirational Educator Award in Early Years Education 2025

Award Winner



Young V&A’s Work with Early Years 
09 JUN 2025



What’s Young V&A?



Champion design and creativity in all its 
forms, for everyone

Victoria and Albert Museum 

South Kensington

Young V&A 

Bethnal Green

V&A East Storehouse (opened 31 May 
2025) 
Hackney Wick 



Young V&A

‘The most joyful 

museum in the world’

Challenge from 
YV&A’s Children’s 
forum (2019)









The Factory



Play Gallery



Mini Museum

Moving 
and 
Making

Sound it Out

Build It The ArcadePlay Gallery

Across the gallery: 
- Case Studies 
- Play Hacks



Mini Museum



Texture

Colour

Sound

Case study: 
Pestalozzi



Sound it Out



ECB D FA G H I

Sound it Out



Our Early Years 
Programme



Sound Explorers



Mini Play



Creative Start project 2025-27



Thank you



Rachel Higginson
Inspirational Educator Award in Early Years Education 2025

Award Winner



Rachel Higginson
Educator and Founder



Origins



 A Human Curriculum…









Impact

• Attendance and Behaviour 
• Mental Health 
• Engagement 
• World Readiness 
• Recruitment and Retention



… Finding My Voice is like being comfortable in your own skin and 
learning self love… it’s about your importance in the world	

FMV participant



Thank you…



Lucy O’Rourke
The Wider Picture

Director of Projects, The Helen Hamlyn Trust



An enquiry  and  skills-based curriculum 
development programme delivered through four 

integrated strands

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/departments-and-centres/helen-hamlyn-centre-pedagogy-0-11-years https://chartered.college/rethinking-curriculum/ 

www.openfutures.com

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/departments-and-centres/helen-hamlyn-centre-pedagogy-0-11-years


Professor Maggie Atkinson
The Wider Picture

Independent Consultant



Questions & Discussion



The Educators’ Trust Board 
thanks The Aldgate School for all 
event arrangements and our 
caterers, Accent Catering, for the 

refreshment to which 
we now invite you!


